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The argument. 


= Lontencion betwene'two -gentill 

| AZ the one named Laninius, the 

|. other Landidus. Laninius , like a 
4! curre,at womens condictons is alway bars 
F || kyng : but Landidus, whiche maie bein= 
$ 4 terp:cted, benigne 02 gentill,tudgeth eucr 

.! ; well, andrep:ouneth but ſeldom. Betwene 
thein'two, the eſtimacion of womankinde 

cometh in queſtion, After long difputact: 

on, wherin Landidus (as reaſonis) bath 

the pzeheminence, at the laſt, fo a perfect 

'& +, - concluſion, Qucene Zenobia (which lued 

5 388 aboute the yere after the incarnacion 
of ELbuſte. [27 4, the noble Aureltz. 

ane being icmperour of Rome) 
by the ex2mple of hir hfe,.. 
confirmeth his argue - +: 

mentes , and alſo 

0 yanquiſſheth the 
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OR 
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AJ] condicion of Ye- 


|| ſticred with'plea- ' *'- Þ 


didus , kinſinanto Jurelianethe **. 
emperourthatnowe1s, anhoneſt |} 

yonge tentllihan, well lerned and | | 
coturtaile, Hts-nobleneſſe © 
doth apere in his maners, I | 3 
daye did Fleehym dentſyng with | 'F 
ladies, wherbyF comected, thas | 
byme, J rouned him inthe eare - 2% 
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and ſaide to him ſoftely : Beware 
noblc pong = . PETE PE be 
ayucd,plucke outyourleggnes cre 
the bolites be riueted , Thereathe 
- Cmiled, andlaipng hishand vp- 
on mine, heſaide to me pztuely: 
wot what ye meane. Fpzap you 
beto mozowe with me at Tibur- 
tum, whichets but a littell out of 
the citie. where Jhaueafarre and 
commodions lodging, there (hal 
we ſoupe with ſome other tenti(l= 
men. And there wtl J'vanquiſhe 
youre wilfnlt 'opinton concetued 
againſt women: 02:clles Þ being 
banquiſhed withfufficient reaſon, 
bl from henſefo:th teaucal mine 
affection. And'fo departed he from 
me, This is Ttburtum,fo2 yon- 
der is the palatce of Pad:tan, well 
 Candidys will notbe Dus e, his 
noble nature wil not lethun b:eke 


Oy” 


good vvomen. 


pzomſle: x” lacke 8+. 
ceth al vertues,CANDIDYS, YE  Þ 
ſpake neuer amozetrize ſentence, 
n02 a moze honelt.foz vndoubted- 7 
ly facth, which ſome do call truſte, - 7 
is of iultice ſo gret a pozcion, that' - | 
without it, neither god mate bee. 
pleaſed, noz any weale Publpke 
may be ſurety ſtabliſhed. Jndthef 
which do lacke itthein ſelfes, with 
a littel touche bzoken be not a lit- 
tle offended. cCaninitys. Jtis 
truely ſpoken; and nowe to talke 

of the matter.fo: the which ye wil= 
led meto mete with you , Here 18. 
nowe happened a.righte good oc- 
.talion..CANDI. , Ye meane the 
maticrconcernyng women, which 
'wetwo towhaue taken vpon vs, 
CcANnDNL Eucnthe ſame imaiſter 
-Candtdys:;' CANDE: .Goe to on. Ft: = 
Lomas 2; what: hane veto. FF 
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 therfozebe laughed toſcozn 
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\ charge with all women? cant. 


Nay firſt J pzayeyoutell me one 
thyng that J will aſke of pot. Be 


not yeofthat ſect ofphiloſophers 


called Pirhonict? cAND 1. Yohat 
meane ye therby:J know not that 
ſecte:yet haue 4 ſene a good parte 
of philoſophie; ca n1, Ftis the 
ſect which affirmeth,that nothing 
ts in decde as it ſeemeth to be, ſat- 
png, that ſnowec is blacke and not 
white, the erth is not ſtable but e- 
yer mouing,z manyan other fro- 
ward affection, contrary to trueth 
and all common reaſon. cANvp1, 


.Nono Caninfus, Þ neuer fauou- 


red ſuche vaine opinion. Cc A Nl 
vet many one doth,changting one- 


often times lene, they feare to ſap 
that it 1s blacke, leſte they ſhoulde 
e,But 
. ver- 


called foly, of many men antaly 
and 0 JILL — FE, + Iſo the ft 


as perſons bnp2ofitable and tio- 


uourers therof are littellſette by 7 


+" > ” 


thyn 
poſe, aſked of you, ifye werof 
' the ſecte called Pirhonici ? jo: if ye 
ſo were, Þ wolde thinke it baine 
to reaſon then with yott . But ye 


ſate, ye benot ofthat ſect, thenis 


it as Jſatd at my firſtcommyng 
hither. c aND1. What is. that 
pzapeyoutz C ANI yethat belo= 
uers be dull and inſenſible in fee= 


ling of Dapience. fo: althoughe' 


pe be infourmed by daily cxpert- 


ence, that in woman &inde Tatthe' KW | 
-neuer teſted, yet be you las 
vlinde oY 


I ittt 


ng wozldly.. But to. our pur- 
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ſeene,andol fro! oper be IS 
on, is erp ood g's pers. 
uerſ p (REN, that it ts of ſome 


' tothink the thinges which yeſe,to 


\ lacketobein them, butrather the 


_cotizirmed, and your cxpertence ti 
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blindas yourlittell god Cupfde; 
fo: the childtlh affections whichye 
beare to your ladies, cauſeth you 


benothing but vVanittics.CAND1, 
Now 1n good fatththat is merily 
ſpoken-c 4 8 1.Yvel pet, fome haue 


repented them bitterly findingthe 


linke ſodainly b:oken, and in the 
ſtede of fa{th falſHhod and trechery. 
CAND 1-Jayyenowdobutrail J 
p:omtle you truly.tn dede both by 


 tcding and hereſay Þ haue found 


women much blamed foz their in- 
confſtancy:but fo2 mine own know 
lage Jneucrpercetned any ſuche 


contrary, © a 81, Strbpthecon-= 
(cnt of al autours my wozdes be 


compariſon therofis tobe littel e- 
ſtemed,CAND .J percetueye be of 
the 


cot vVomen: 


ſomtime of your purpoſe,arfalicn  * 
in a frenelp, and foz the dilpleſure 


of one,do ſp;ing on all womenthe 
poyſon of tnfamie.Butnowe Caz- 


ntnins, ſenſe ye be wife audweller - | 


ned,ſubdueyour paſſton.fo2 bnpa 
ctent hering, with wozdes hallelp 
and vnaduiſedliſpokeu.is aſigne, 
of foly andiitel diſcrects.wherfko;e 
now here me ſpeke thoughe tt al 

not ſauour to your opinon., The 

autho:s whom pe lo muche doſet- 
by.fo2 the moze part were poetes, 

which lozt of perſog amongthelas' * . 
tines 4 grekes wer neuer hadbut 
in ſmal reputacion.Foz/Fculdne= . 
uer rede thatinanp weale publike - 
of notable memozy; Poetes were - 


clledto aup honqzable place of- = 


fice,0: dignity, 
blike weale which he had deui - T 
Sv. wolde Tg 
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 harlottcs transfourmed ſomtime 
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woldehaue all poctes bfterly ex- 
cluded, Tullt, who next bnto Pla 
to crcelled-all other in bertue and 
eloquence, wolde not haue in his 


publike weale any poetes adintt- 


ted , The cauſe why they were loo 
litell eſtemed was, fo2 as muche 
as the moze part of their inuenct- 
ons conltſted in leaſinges, o2in 
ſtcryng vp of wanton appetites, 
02 in pouryng out, in ratiynge, 
thetr poiſon of malice, Foz with 
their owne goddes and godde 
were they ſo malaperte, that with 
their aduoutris they filled great 


- volumes, Jupiter, whom thei cal 


/"Kyng of goddes and of men, they 
bzyng hym out of Heauen to his 


into a bull, another tymelyke a 
camine, aſtinkyng gote 02a (cr- 


| pene Dis qucene Jtno Iyke a 
cowe 


_ 


ood vyvomen. 
cove. Mercurius like a wtilfe. Ne 
they lefte heauen bnpolluced, fai- 
nynge that the god Pars: made | 
Uulcane cokeolde , committynge | i 
aduoutty with Uenus, wife to E it 
Uulcanus. But Uulcane was a Bi! 
wily pye, and ſatdnothynge, but” S |! 
betng a linythe, he made nach ſut= - + 1M 
tell manakles, thatcr the two loz- Wb 
ucrs were ware, he tyed thetin lo . . 
faſtetd gether, that they mought \- 
not be ſeuered: and thancalledhe 'F 
the hole route of goddes and god- 
ſſes,and made them to ſe Mars 
and Yenus wherethep lay naked, 
wherat thetal lewghe, but mu 
was angry,andUenus allmoſt a 
ſhamed, Ofher- puetes: {here be, 
whtch in their moolte-lamentav! 
and wofull L tees fot 
them lelfest of 
thei woldlic ie 


o_ 


>, Woe VI. oþ þ EH adj 
TI 142, we T2 


- of you that be loucrs . Foz that 


+ Pg 
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flippers , andas ſoone as cyther 
by age, o2 with hauntyng of b;o- 
thclles, the flame of carnalitie is 
th:oughly quenched , 0; elles if 
women do conſtantly refufe their 
vnhoneſt dc{tres, anone arme ther 
thetr pennes and tonges with ſcr=- 
pentriie malice, obtectyng agatuſt 
al wome mol} beaſtly condictons., 
TWhecrby they mo;e detect their p20 
2 tnconſtancy, then womennes 
vnfaithfulneſſe, Cc a N11, Nowin 


good faithe ychaue well circum- 


ſcrtbed your maiſters p2opzeties. 
CANDI, Yohom call ye iy mat- 
ſtcrs? C A NI, SPary poetes , foz 
tn their warkes ts the onely ſtudy - 


boke, whiche lacketh compleitntes 
with wepynges and ſighinges, is 
to vor! mcn thatbeamozous wonz 
deifull tedious, CAND1, Truc- 


Ip 


WE. vvoiuen: 
ty Chntis yearemuche abuſed, 
takyng me to be of that ſozte of 


wantons. Nay truely, Trcwelo= nates 


uers,of which company Jconfeſſe 
my leife tobcone, are in no parte 
of thetr condictons.foz onely delt- 


tyng in the hone behayour, wiſe=- 


dome and gentilneſſe ofladies, o: 
other matrones 02damſelles, we 
therfoze deſire to be intheir com- 
pant?es, and by mutuall deuiſyng 
to vic honelt ſolace. But (hewe me 
Canimus, what ofher auctozitre 


haue ye,to pzouc that in womenne 


lacketh fidelifie. C A N 1. Why ſet 
pe (o littell by poetes and poctry 7 
CAND1.Ye whan thep cexcede the 
termes of houeſtte. But if they 


make verſes, contepnyng quicke 


ſentences,void.of rtbauldzy, o2 in 


thecommendacton of vertue ſome 


p}atte allego2P, 02do ſet fozth any 
notable 


OE BNR of ng wont wires 


 whatſayeyeto philoſophers and 
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notable ſtozy, that do J ſet by the 


as they be well wozthy, cAN1,Jf 
ye wil geue no credence to poctes, 


waiters of to:tes, with whome ye 
maye fynde ſ\uche abundaunce of 
cramples and ſentences of the falf 
hode of women and their' vnhapz 
pinelle, that if they ſhuld be reher 
ſed. JÞ trowe ye wolde not abtde if, 
J knoweſo your (hammefaſtneſſe, 
CANDI. Truyelp none of thetm, 
which wer them (clues honeſt and 


 continente, haue waitten #n-dif[- 
* paiſe oftheholekindeof women. 
Yvohat hath Plato, Zenophon;,Plg 


tinus,and Plutarch,o2 other pht=' 


loſophers like vnto them, wzittey ” 
in that matter, wherby they hate”. 


made them infertourto men-oz1f 
they hate tn womenne any thyni © 


4 » 


 blamed.it may appere tobebiittn® 


lome 
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; | ſome, andnot iy the moz? parte, if 
| it be wel and (tncerely conſidered. 
Ind alſo in ſtoztes, where one wo= 
man perchaunce ts fo; ſome faute 
diſp:atſed , that is cotunterperſed 
with a greatnumbze foz their ver 
tue commended. Now J p2ay you 
was Helene.foz whom Troy was 
deſtroyed (bepng raniſh 
ris) lo "tuck to beblamed,as Yer- 
ciata the wpfe of Romulus, and 
mo2e than athouſand of her com- 
yantons, are to be p:ayſed, whiche 
in the rage of bataple topned be- 
twene their huſbandes and paren* 
tes, ſo reconciled theim,that with 
one conlent thep tnhabyted one ci- 
tte,and ltyed together in perpett* 
all vnitie - ught the vnchaſtitte 
ofany womitabe ſo remembzed, 


as the continence of queene 
lope PUGNPEPY hono hex who 


eq by Pa- 


s 
\ 
i 
: 
. 


the abſence of Ulires het hen 


Parts to fozfake hts firſt lady De 


bas llaine by Achilles , he with 


: $” +4 TY a4 
LETT P! 


"Es of 


the ſpace of.rx. ycres, keptherhoz- 
nourand fame vbnco:rupted. not- 
withſtandyng that with many dt- 
uerſe wowers lhe was dayely aſ- 
ſaulted,but by no mancr of meane 
moughte He be founden , by dede 
wo2d noz countinancetn Hir chaſt 
purpoſe vnconſtant. And to refit 
carnall affections, (he was al wap | 
ſene,althoughe ec were aqueene 
and a kinges doughter, vertuoul- 
iy occupicd . XYohat cauſe fFounde 


none,but onelp that the beaulty of 
Dclene was muche mo.e famous? 
Ind yet his cruell vukmdenelle 
mought not exclude loye from hir 
ientill herte , but ſhe remainynge 
Mill continente, aftcrthat Paris 


exclamactons # effuſions of tea= 
tes 


res ntredd to thi dedarior. 'whete 
hits carcaiſelay,and when the had 
bained herfapze lippes in his puy- 
trified woundes, and hadſaciate 
hir ſelf withmozta ſolace, finally 


nefſe. Butbecauſethe 
men tabenfopfables;J.wy! bziet- 
Iy declare the faythfulueſſe of dy- 
ucrſe women reherſed' in Cozies. 
Jn the hoibof lekyng Cy- 
rus, was nog ms 
Nel wp P hofe name was 1. 
A faire [at ou ned. it thea ofer- P at to. f 
ccllent begulty SOzince bring L; 
flayne nbattple, he attaynynge 
des waſhpi woundes , and 
embaulnpngieaſe the facion:of - 
JTTURLUEL mtr the pe 


tnooſtetenderly loued, ſhe perced 


| + O29 


Defence of 
(Gchad prinely hydde, ſempyng (1 


'  wo2des andcountenance deſirous 


to be with her huſvand, whom ſhe 


her owneherte,and with him was 
buried:not withſtandynge that of 
kyng Cy:us, whom her huſband 
had muche p2zayſed a littel befoze, 
ſhe was in mariage deſy:cd. Po2- 


cta,doughter tothe wile Lato,and 


wike vid Butus, whan ſhe had 
heard of the death ofhcr huſband, 
finding occaſion tobe alone from 
herſernantes.ſhe takyng the hote 
burning coles out of a chimnay, 
deyoured them haſtely,and fo:thz 
with died. Jlſo whan Seneca by 


theſentence ofthe cruetl Nero the 


emperour. was condemned to die, 
his wifecalledHaulina,defirous 
to beconttnuall companton with 
ber olde yusband, cauſed alſo her 
veynes 


good yyomen, © 


vefnes to be perced, and ſo wolde 
bauedied, had not Nero comman 
ded her baines to be bounde, x the 
bloude to be topped.lhe notwith= 
ſtandinge afterwarde liyued in (0= 
rowe contynuall moze paynefulle 
than deathe, and duringe her life, 
her dedely pale colour declared to 
all men, whiche befo2eknewe her, 
the bytter ſozowes, whiche foz Her 
huſbande ſhe alway ſuſtetned, Jn 
the tyme of the cruell confederacy 
of Leptdus, Octauiane, and Jn= | 
tony,a gentylman callcd Ligary= ' 
us, was by his wikeand a mayden 
ſeruant,keptatRome tn his hous 
pziuely:but what fo: fcare ofpusz 
niſhmente, and hope of rewarde, 
he at the laſt was dilcouered, who 
beyngledde to be beheded, his [oz 
upnge wpke continually folowed, 
delyzyng the mtniſters to put her 

Bit allg 
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alſo to deat 
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h with herhuſband.al 
leging.that alſo to dic ſhe had wel 
yclerued, fo2 as muche as ſhe had 
keptcher huſband at Home, after 


| thatſhe knew that he was attain- 


ted: but ſeeyng thatno man dyd 
take regarde to herharty requelt, 
ſhereturned home to herhoule, & 
Guttyng faſte all the doozes, and 
abſteynpnge from all meates and 
dzpukes, finally with ſo:zowe and 
fampne (he ended her lyfe,and de- 
parted to het huſbande, whom ſhe 
ſo muche loued. But leſt we (huld 
be to longe from our ſupper, J wil 
ceſſe to recite any mo ſtozics, wher 
of there be no litel numbv;e, decia- 
rynge the conftance of ladtes and 
damſelles . And if ye wolde aye, 


" thatthere hath ben andfs a much 


greatter numbze of thei that are 


{land fqll of viakaithfulgelle,el 


good vyyomen. 

if that wer true,than muſt ye con- 

ſider,that in al kindes of thinges, 

are commonly found maze warſe 

than better, o2 ellcs ſhoulde good. 
thinges lacke they: eſttmacton,as 
it thallappereby this concluſion, 
Fo: he that neuer hath ſene any o 
. ther metall than golde, maruay- 
Icth not at it,noz tn his eſtimacion 
ſetteth much by it. nd where ther 
be none other toones founde but” 
Diamandes , Daphy:es, Eme= * 
rauldes, and Uubyes, there men. 
do treade on theyin, and ſel[theim 
fo2 trifles, But if one ſhulde come 
to a countreye, whiche lemed bar- 
rayne, coucred with an infynyte 
numb:e of ſtones ragged, of pi co- 
lour and facton, tf he chaunce to 
fynde here andthere a pointed Df 
amande, wel p2opozcioned and 9 - 


rient ; 5 dare ſaye, he wyi! late vp 
D ttt _ thole 
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Aa wozbe of nature vnperfecte,And 


Hp oh oo 


thole frwe Dtainandes as a eread 
treaſure,aud not remeimbzyng the 
ragged ſtones, in the beholdynge 
ofthem, takenoo [ittell plealure : 
Decmblably althoughea greatte 
numbze of women perchance were 
vtcioule, yet oughtcnot a man re= 
p:oche thcrioze the hole kynde of 
women, ſenle of them vndoubted= 
Iy many be vertuouſe, CANINI, 
Yehauc wcl aſſembled thinges foz 
your purpoſe. But what (ateyou 
to Ititotel, whom ye haue ſkypte 
ouer, tn the namynge of philoſloz 
phers? he laith, thata woman ts 


mozeouer, thather p:opzetie is to 
delyte in rebuykyng, atid to be al[- 


———___- a. 2 _— 


way complatnyng,aud never con- 
tentcd, Nowe take heede maiſter 


Candidus.Yerfectfon ris eucr con 


Hante and neyer chaungeth,buta 


woman 


 poodyyomen. 
woman 1s a creature Þnperfit,ſhe 
therfo2e mat neuer be table ozcon 
ſtante. ye knolve this fourme of 
argument, foz 4 eſpy by yourtal- 
kyng yearlerned tnlogike.Moze 
ouer,rebukyngeis a miſlykynge, 


andnoman myſipketh the thynge 


thatheloucth, but all that he [o- 


£ 
bandes,whom per- 


ued, wherfoze ye muſts graunte, 
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chaunce they loyed:and than mil» , 
libeth the thething thatſheerſtlo. 


thatſheis vnconſtante, Jllo who 


 . Defenceof * 
that is neuer contente, may neter 
be conſtant, the cauſe why is to al 
men apparant.vohertfoze there ne- 
deth not any mo2e argument, wo=z 
men fo: theſe reaſons that Þ haue 
! rcherſcd. be of thetr nature atwaie 
”..,-- {\nconftant., ts itnotthus 5 Nowe 
knacke methat nut maiſter Candt 
dus. F irow tt beto Hard foz your 
nf teth, although ye were as wel to- 
| $-..,, thedas Curius Dentatus, which 
\ , © as menſay, heldefaſtea ſhip with 
his tcth vnttl it was taken.C A N= 
D 1. jn good fatth Canmius year 
a mery companton.But although 
my tcathe bee notſo ſtronge, yet 
{hal J ſo vſe mp tonge in the ſtede 
of my teche , that Þ wyll therwith 
| . ___ openyour cobnutr,that to al thetm 
| that wyll be contented wfth rea- 
fon. it ſhall appere well, that itis 
pipped, c AN1, Fn faythe ye w_ 
. mete 
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mete aduocate foz women,ſenſe 
haue tethe tn your tonge., fozlike 
wile hauethey all, if thep be toth- 
Icſſe, Canvd 1. Anditlemeth that 
ye lacke teth to Hold in your tong 
that itgo nottolaucſie, Butnowe ' 
witli {7 aſſay to knacke yournutte 
inaiſter Canmius.Where ye latd, 
that ofa purpoſe | ſkipt ouer A- 
riſtotcil, there ye ſated truely, Ju 
good faith ſo dtd .And here haue 
at your blockehoule, outeof the 
whiche is ſhot agatnſte women al 
this artillery. Sir whan TJ affir- 
med,thatnone of the philoſophers 
which were honeſt and continent, 
w:ate anp thynge tn diſpzaiſe of 
womankftnde, Þ remembzed euen 
thi your maſter Iriſtotel, and1u- | 
ged hun not wozthte tobe of that. 
numb:e, but his repozt mtichleſſe 
tobe Lats 2h gin 
| 0 


_ ofpoetes, whom Jhauereherſed, - 


 wateagainſte women in wanton 


Defence of . * 


and fo2 this tntente. Foz Poetes 


ditties, to content men with newe 
fangled deuilſes.But the rep:cche 
to wome, geuen by Iriltotel, was 
in treating of matier weighty and 
ſcrtous, wherbyit appcreth, that 
the lated wo2des lo ſpitefully ſpo= 
ken,p2oceded only of cankredma= Þ 
lice, whervntahe was of his own | 
nature diſpoſed, whiche mate be 
of them ſhoztly percetued, that be 
holdeth tn his warkes,none other 
philoſophcr eſcape vnrebuked, 
Ne truely he was alſhamed to rent 

with rebukes the tmmoztall fame 
of Platohis matter, of whoſe dt- 
uine mouthehehad twenty yeres 
fucked themoſte {wete honp of no= 
ble philoſophte, whiche malice 
grewe of this occalion, as _ 

cn 
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' good yyomen, 
entautho:s haue made therofinen 
ctott, Foz'as muche as where he 
was moze curioule tin his appa- 
ratle and decktng.then was conue - 
ntent to his pzofeſfion, alſo mo:e 
light in countenaunce, and diſlo- 
lute tnIttupng, then became an tn- 
ſkructourof vertue and wiſedoin, 
1Plato therfozepzeferred other his 
[ſcholers befo:ehim,whiche he ve- 
ry difpleſauntly takyng, ſoughte 
occaſiontorebukehis maſter,wha 
he was dead, which he neuer darſt 
while he was liutng. That Ariſto 
tel was difſolute # allo tnconſtant, 
it mate appere by this, whiche is 
w:iten ofhim.foz to Bermia whi= 
che was hts concubine hedid [a- 

crifice,and made ſolemnehymnes 
whileſhe was lftyng.Can ye coin 
pare any madneſſe oz foly, to this 
mannes abule and vnconſtancy e 


$+. abt SH ior 3, ans” 


as t9 gee diume honours to a 


_ clined to maltce, his fonde crrour 


0 : by o 
ts 
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Maie there beſo great an abuſe, 


moztall creature.,alſo to an harlot 
and common inner:what bncon- 
ſtancy was tn hym, whtche calleth 


- \thatacreature vnperfit, to whom 


he did ſolemne ſacrifice, ſange de- 
toutehymnes, and often times 
Eneled?To blaſphems lo his god- ' 
deſſe, ought not this great philo= 


-. fopher be fouile alhamed © voher- 


fo;e Caninius by mine aduile, do 
ye notilcane moze to his aucto:itie: 
than vnto tructh, vertue,and ho- 
neſtte, but conlider his nature in- 


and vaine curioſttic,and that wht. 
che ye dilp:aile fn women, appa- 
raunte mconffancy., CANI: } 
haue a great aftection to Plato 


pcrceiue veratiy:but will ye <s.gf 
that a woman 1s of hirnature vn=- 
perfecte 


| 


|. good yvomen. 
perfecte? CAND1. ye maty will 
J.fo2 wherin do pou note her to be 
vnperfitte: Js it in the ſoule o2 in 
the bodies CANI1. Jn bothe of 
them trewely, fozthep be weaker 
than men, and haue their fleſhe 
ſofter,leſſe heare on their viſages, 
and thetr voice Harper, and as J 
haue redde, they haue in ſome par 
tes of thetr bodies, thetr boones 
fewer. Ind as concernynge the 
ſonle,thep lacke hardineſſe,and in 
periites are ttmerous|, moze delt= 
cate then inen, vnapteto peineful= 
neſſe, except ther be therto conſirar 


riſſhyng but in vngraciousneſe, 
0: tntrimmyng them felues with 
pattie deuifes, o2 cxculpiig their 
_faultes with vnſtudicd anſweres, 


Defence of 
021n p:atp mockes o2 ſcozneful da 
litaunce,o2 to intent miſchieues to 
ſaciate their maltce. Jn other thin 
 ges it 1s/vnapt vnto knowlage, ex. 

ccpt one o2 two, which Jhauc red 
of, who in Rome haue pleaded as 
 Otatours, But that 1s tiot to be 
maruailed at, ſens they beyng in- 
ſtructed in eloquence, their dome= 
ſticall exerciſe, 4 will not ſay chi- 
dyng, makcth them bolde to con- 
' tcnde in/pleadyng. Jn the partes 
of wiſcdome and ctuile poltey,thet 
be founden vnapt, and to Hauc lit 
tell capacitie, But thetr moſte Vnz 
perfection 1s their inconſtancye, 
whiche p:ocedeth of thetr ſaid na- 
turall dedilitie, Foz where as the 
affection of myche dzead 02 muche 
loue wr Pi ray lacketh, 
and witte littell pzeuaileth. Conz 
trary to this 4 dare wel ſay yecan 
make 


good yyomen. 

make noze etallon.candD1.,yes, 
& diſp:ouec al your malictous con- 
 cluſtion, But {pzay you Canintz 


1s,letmeaſke you a queſtion .Be 


all the bokes of your maiſter Frt- 
ſtotel of cquall authoutic? CAN 1, 
ye that be they verilp.c/a x v1, Jn 
the tnſtftucton of Houſeholde kez 
ping, called Oeconomice, Iriſto- 
tel waiteth in this wiſe, The com- 
pany moſt acco2ding to nature, is 
that which ts o2detned of man and 
woman, whtch was conftitute,not 
tothe intente onely to bzyng fozth 
their ſemblable as other bcaſtes 
pertictpatours ofnature and with 
out reaſon, but fo: loue ſpecially, 
and mutual aſſiſtence,and he ſaith 
alſo tn the ſame boke, andnot far 


from thenſe:Thts company is not 


becauſe that eche of them hath in 


ry thpng and the ſame al their 
vertues 


fect. fo: he wate in greke ye know 


Defence of 


berfues, like p:ofttable,but ſome 


of thetr vertues leme to be contra- 
ry one to ant other, and yet tn con- 
cluſton they agree to one purpole, 
fo: nature made man moz2e frong 
and couragtous,the woman moze 
teake fcarcfull and lcrupulouſe, 
to the tntent that ſhe fo; hip feble- 
neſſe ſhulde be moze cixcumſpecte, 
the mani fo2 his ſtrengthe muche 
1920 ayuenturous . Be not thele 
the wo:des-of your maiſter { how 
ſaye poy 7 cAN1, Yhere ye late 


\ ttucth Þ willnot deny you, tt is of 


ts ſentence the very pitheand ef- 


well inough.wherko:e they be not 
in the ſame wo:des as yedo ſpeke 
them. CAND1.Jt makecth nomasz 
tterif Þ do truely tnterp2ete them, 

ut nowe to our pitirypoſe, 1s perz- 


Fectzon and vapcrfcciion in tpn - 


ges , 


A FIC / Og % Fc - 
for Hou foody yvyomen , ci gs 


erpedient to the end whervnto n& 
ture hath o:deined thein?c A n1, 
Naye tn good lothe, fo: {] thynke 
that a ttue definiclon, CAND 1, 
2But let me le, where J called it a- 


dothe p2o0p:elp ſtgnifie moze than 


yeth the thyng with boundes and | 
limittes, the excelſe wherofts cal- 
led ſuperfluitie, and the lacke 
benamed neceſfitie, CAN * 

faithe yebe to curiouſe.Perdy the 
wo;zde ncyther made noz marred 
any thynge of pour purpoſe. fo2 a- 
bundaurnceand ſuffictente ts com- 
monly taken fo: onethyng.c A N- 
D1.ye and that hath ſubuerted the 
o2der of al (hing.l92! trulp ay 


bundance, J mottghte better haue 3 
nained it ſufficicce. fo; abundance bandage; 45 


0 : ay 


ges, any thynge elles,than abu I 
dance andlacke of that, which 1s i5 A : 


& : is 
| 1” Þ 
4 4 -&$* 
$ 


is necellarye, Dufficience deſi p- Suffice I: 


Defence of 
vſecd in their p:op:e ſignificacion, 
$0 bzynge thinges to a plaine vn- 
derſtandynge. nd where they bee 


amuche abiiled and wzclted frome 


they: trewe mceanynge, they cauſe 
(ond2y errours and perpetual con 
tencton, But tet vs nowe retourne- 
to our queſtion . Claye is a kynde 
of erthe ſofte and clammy,and fo2 


. thoſe qualtttes feruethe to make 


walles fo: houſes,and to that end. 
hath his perfection 2 Although a 


None bea matter hard and con(ſo-z 


lidate,and fcructh alfo fo: walles, 
and makecth them ſtroger to lerue 
fo: municton. The hozle hath mu- 


che ſtrengthe,and therfkoze is apte 


fo: tournets x byrdeins: the ſhepe . 
is feble and fearefull, x maic ther 
fo:ecaſlily be ſhozne . Ind pct eche 
of theſe in his kynde hath his per- 
fecttons,To men nature hath ge- 

ucn 


good yyomen- L 
ten puilſaunce inimembzes, bzatt '* Wt 
nes hard and coti(ſolidate,the ſkin 3: 
thicke, perchance mo bones as ye 
ſay,to ſuſteineoutwardelabours, 
Ind'toſeme the moze terrivle,mu- 
che heare on thetr viſage. To wo- 
men ſhe hath geuen the contrarie : = 
to thende and intent, whiche your Y: 
maiſter rcherſed, thathir debtiitte 8 
huld make htrmoze circumlpect, . 
inthe kepynge(fatcth he )athoine 
luche thynges- as hir huſvande, 
by this puifſance hath gotten, foz 
thoſe wozdes alſo he added tothe, 
whrche are befoze ſpoken, {4s not 
that a company acco2dynge to na= {- 
ture, where the one dilygentely 
kepeth that, which the other by la- 
bourp:epareth:foz what pzofiteth 
it to pzepare, where ſaulfe kepyng 
lacketh? Jn pzeparynge ts labour 
02 (tydy, of kepynge cometh vie 
Cit and 


Geatyngs 
Tke PPNgre : 


ſon. wherfoze Þ pzay you make me 


Defence TY 


and commoditie , and therfo2 eto 
ſpcke indifferctly,tr deſerueth mu- 
che moze p2aile than the geatyng- 
But nowe tel me onethtng. wher= 
in ſuppoſe your dothe a. man erxcell 
all other creatures ? is it in great- 
neſſe 02 ptifſance of body 7 C a N1. 
No verily,c a x d1.Than whetttt 
ſuppoleye?: c aN1, Fn that that 


his foule ts adozned with reaſon. 


cAND1,Stop there Þ pzayyou a 


Ivttell feaſon:;what call ye realon? 


CAN1, Why bepenow to learne ? 
what thing ts reaſon, CanDi.Ye 
by my holy dome. Ind this ts the 
cauſe. fo2 many men leane to thetr 


\nguler optnton,fudgyng al that 


ts contrary, to ſtand e with no rea- 


thereof a true deftnicion,c an r.F 
wyll.tocontent with your fantaſt, 


_ although that yecan do it J know 


wel! 


a 


—_—  _-- a oc oo mo 


good vyomen. | 

well muche better than J. Reaſon Reaſon, 
is the pzincipall parte of the ſoule 
dittine and immoztal, wherby man 
dothe dilcerne good from yll. this 

thing whiles it dilcerneth oz leye- 

reth the one frome the other, it is | 
called Dilcrecion;whan it taketh Diſcrecis, 
the oneandleaucth the other, it is 

named Electio, tugement of ſome efection. 
men , (The crercile therofis called” 
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pzudence, of ſome Circumlpecti6, 39zndence. \{ | 


nothing but reaſon, which to man ©'* 
is ſo p20p2e,that lackyng it,helo- | 
ſeth his denominacton, CAND1, 
Jn good faith ye haue made of re- 
ſon a right good defcripcion, Ind 
now 7 percetue that the thpnge, 
wherby man exccileth al other cre- 
atures,is reaſon only. C A NIN 
Ye verily, cAND 1: Yohat thynke 
you, ts reaſon onely in men ts tt 
Cit,  * "noh 


Ind ypetise (tcfich oftheſe thinges Lirciſpe- } l 


. Defence of | 
not alſo in womenneſuppoſe you? 
CAN1yCS, thatis tt naturallye, 
fo: the wo:de LDan, whiche Þ na- 
med, includeth as well woman as . 
man, whan itts wattten 02 ſpoken 
lo generally, CAaND1. 7 amalad 
that J haue founde you ſo relona 
ble in talking of reaſon. But what 
ſate yott by ſHarpcneſſe of witte, 
doth it not betwene ma and beaſt 
make lpke diterlitte rc a ni. No 
ſurely. foz wptte is ofthe patte of 
manne that is moztall,and that is 
founden by dayly erpertence , Foz 
wherethe yapours inthe body be 
pure and ſuttell, whiche do aſcend! 
into the bzayne , the wpt becometh 
(harpe and delycate 2 And where 
thet be groſſe ponderous andlmo 
&y,the wytteis dull and nothyng 
plealant, Ind therfo:e phiſicions 
haue erpertcced by clarifiyng and 

5 3 cempez 


good vyomen. _ 
tEperating the cozpozal humours 
to cozrecte the wptte; whiche 1s ep=z 
. ther with grofſe matter oppzeſſed, 


o; choked. But reaſon mought ne 
ucrbeb:ought in to-a beaſte, wht- 
 chebynaturelacketh it.Ind yet in 
diucrle of them haue been 3 Mal 
' ucd ſoo ſuttti] wyttes. that therit 
mchaueſemecd to be df them vain= 
quiſhed, canD:. Þ thynkeit to 
be true that ye lay,Than in whom 
reaſon moſte dothe appere,ye will! 
affyzne, dothemoſteerceil a beaſt 
inhis nature, CAN1.yemapſter 
Candidus, that mate ye be ſure. 
CANDIDVS.JIndye wereagre- 
ed while erc,that to kepe dfligent- 
ly that which is gotten, ts wozthy 
mo:ep:ayiethan in the gcttynge, 
'CAN1,vpe, fo: there colnethe moze 
electe of the keppnge. CanDvi. 

Criſt Ind 
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Indſo ye conclude,thatthe power 
of reaſon 1s moze in the p2udente 
and diligent kep ynge, than in the 
valtaunr.o; Os geating:Ind 
that Diſcrecton, Election,+ P21t- 
dence, whiche1s all and in euerye 
parte reaſon, doo excel! ſtrengthe, 
wytfte, and hardinefle; nd conſec- 


 Quentely they, tn whoine be thoſe 


vertucs, in that that they Haue 


 thcm.,do erccll in iuſte eſtimacion 


them that be ſtronge,hardy,o2 po=- 
littke tn geattynge of any thynge, 


'C ANI, pchaue well gathered to 


gcther al that cocluſion, CA ND1, 


Beholde Canintus, where ye bee 


nowe: ye haue ſoo muche extolied 


reaſon, that inthe reſpecte thereof 


bodily ſtrength remayneth as no- - 


thinge;foz as mucheas the cozpo- 
cal! powers, with powers of the 
 fotlecan makeno copariſon. Ind 


Pe 


, : 


good vvomen. 
tu hatenotdented, but that this 
02d han, bnto whom reaſon per 
nat doth imply in it both man 
and woman, And agreyng vnto 
Iriſtotels ſaying, yehaue confir- 
med., that pzudence., whiche tn cf- 
fect ts nothing but reafon,ts moze 
aptly applied to the woman, wher 
by ſHets moze circumlpecte in ke- 
pyng, as ſtrengthe ts to the man, 
that he mate be moze valtaunt in 
geattyng. And likewile ye haue 
p:cferred the pzudence tn kepyng, 
fo: the vtilitte-therof , befoze the 
vbaiiauntneſſe in geattyng , And 
_ femblably them which be pzudent 
in kepyng,befoze them that be on- 
Iy ſtronge and hardy ingeattyng. 
And lo ye haue concluded,that wo 


men, which are pzudent in beptng, - 


bemozeercellent then men in rea- 
ſon, b eh —_ ftronge and 
L | valtant 
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 faicd ſo muche vntenttineſſe, aud 


Defence of 
valiaunt in geatyng . Ind where 
erceilency fs, there ts moſte-perfe- 
ction. Yoherfo:ea woman ts not 3 
creature vnperfect, but as it (re- 


 nicth is moze perfit than manne, 


C A N1, Yohy.hauec pc dalied Herez 
fo:e with me all this long ſeaſon r 
CAND1-Durcly Þ hauc vſednet 
ther daltaunce no2 ſophiſtry : but 
if ye conſider it well;ye (hal find it 
buta natural inductio,and piaine 
to al them that haue any capacttiy. 
But yct hane Þ lomwhat moz2e to 
ſare to you, Ye (ated mo2e ouer 
Cantnius, that the wittes of wo- 
men were apte onely to trifils and 
{h:cwdeneſſe,and not to wiſedome 
and cttitle poltcte. 4} will be platne 
toyou, Jamdſo:y to finde in your 
wozdes fuch maner of leudeneſlle, 
I crie you mercie, J wolde haue 


in 


.gobd vyomen. 


in yotr own wo2des lo itche fo? 
getfulneſſe.c a x 1,Yohat meaneye 
therby: CANDI. ye haue twtle 
granted,thatnaturall reaſon its it 
women as well as inmen, C 4 #1, 
pe and what thenec a nv pÞ1.Than 
haue women allo Dilcrecton, Ele- 


ctio7,4 Pzudence, which do make - 


that wiſedome, whiche pertetneth 
to gotternatince.And perdy, many 
artes and neceſſarte occupactons 
haue beninuented by women ,' as 
J will bzing now ſome vnto your 
rememb2ance.Latine letters were - 
firſt founden by Nicoſtrata , cal=" 
led allo Carmentis.The. vit.libe- 
ral artes and poetry by the.tr.mar. 
dens calledthe BPuſis.vohy was 
Minerua honozed fo; a goddeſle * 
but becauſe he founde firſte in 
Grectia, plantyng 02 ſettynge of 
trees alſo the vſe of arinour; and 
; as 
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" Dakenes of 


as ſome do teſtifie, ſhe tnuented 
 makyng of fo:treſſes , and many 
nccellary and notable lciences, Il 
{o that the wittes of women be not 
.. vnapttolaudable ſtudies, it ape- 
rcth by Diotima and Iſpaſia two 
honeſt maidens; which inall parz 
tcs of philpſophy were ſo wel ler- 
ned,that Docrates,maſter toPla 
to, nothyng dildained to come to 
their leſſons, and called Diotima 
alway his maiſtreſſe.Cleobulina, 
 thedoughter of Cleobitlus,one of 
the ſeuen wile men of Grece, wzate 
diffuſe and myſticall queſtions fn 
hcroicall verſis, Fiſo Leoncium 
A woinan, crcelled all'men of hir 
ctine tn wiſedome and cloquence, . 
 inſomuche as ſhe wzate againſte 
Theoph:aſt,the moſt eloquent diCl 
Ciple of Ariſtotel, (n womens dc- 
Fence, wyye boke if itnowe had 
remat= 


good vvowuen: 
tematned, ſhulde haue ben ſuffict-- 
ent to haue put you to ſilence, JE T 
the lernyng and wtſedome of the a} 7 
lady Canſandza,doughtertoking Co ay : 
P:tamus, had ben regarded moze AF t 
then the counſatleofftatterers,the 
citie of Trop and kingdom of Fre 
gta, had lenger rematned, And 
P:amus with hts noble [tucceſlt= 
on hadde many yeres rated. Be- 
hold ouxp:ogenttours theanctent 
KRomatns tn all extreme dangers, 
whan other counſatle vtteriy far- 
led, did tiof they reſozte to the bo- 
kes of Sibtlla Cumana, called al 
ſo Amaltheazand purſuing hirad 
uiſe, which ſhe had there declared, 
dtd thep not eſcape the pertls wht- 
che than were tmmitnentes Dun= 
d2edes of luche women are in ſto= 
ries rememb2ed, but fo: ſpede of 
time | will paſſe them An” 


_ | Defence of 
& . ] truſte that theſe be ſuffictente to 
| _. . pzoue, that the hole kinde of wo- 
men be not vnapt vnto wiſedome, 
as hehatc ſuppoſed, Fs concer- 
Ang ſtrength and valiaunt cou- 
"rage, whicheye ſurmile to lacke tn 
them, could make to you no leſile 
replicacton,and by old ſtoztes and 
late expe ricnce pzoue, that in arz 
mes women haueben foundof no 
Tretell reputacton, but 45 will omit 

" thatfo: this time,fo:as muche as 
tothe mo:c parte of wile menne tf 
(hal not ſound muche totheir com 


| 
3 . © nowe haue one crample amonge 
Ws - vs, as well of foztitude as of al 0- 


nton ſhall not be inconuentent,to 
> hauc at this tiumncdeclared, and ſo 
” _ ofthis maticrto make a concluſt- 
on, CANIN1, Jtd Jhauemtine 
cares 


tendacion : Dauynge that we 


 _. thervertues, whiche inmine opi- 


ues Xt ,Aoucqmq E£*Ak-qSmMA acc aÞ —— Po TR" 


good vyowen. 
eares therto p:epared, CANDLE 

The beſt matter is euergood to be 
ſpared, bntil the tale be almoſtat 
an ende, and than ſhall the herers 
with the length therof belitel offe=, 
ded, Dir thcrdwelleth hereby me ' 
a lady,late a gret queene and witfe. 7 
to Odenatus kyng of Palmirie, Wt; 
whicheis acitte and conntrey in , 

Surry, hcnamets Zena: he 7 +l 1x 
hath had of otUfHolT victo;y twiſe FH: 
and nowe late was taken pzifoner FF: 
by Jurclianthe emperour,al bei KF! 
foz htr nobflirte vertue and cou- We 
rage,ſhe was patdoned of hirlife,  'KF7 
and a faire houſets appointed to. -— , [Þ7 
hir in this village, ſheigwell ler. BF 
ned in greke,and doth competent- wit 
ly vaderſtand lattne, but excellent 
ly the Egypcian language. She 
hir ſelf ceacheth Hirchildzen good | ji 
I:tters, and beyng nowe _ 


your optnion,and confeſle, thatin 


meth, let vs mete with her. Yor 


Defence of _ 
from other bulineſſe, waiteth as 
they ſay of Ilerand:ta and the o- 
rient cloquent toztes. Þ haue bo# 
den her to ſupper, it wyl not nowe - 
belonge o2 ſhe come hyther. And 
whan ye doo here her, { dare wel 
ſaye, ye wpll be chaunged frome 


womenne ts bothe courage, con= 
ſtance, and reaſon. CANINI1LY S:« 
But Jp2ay you ofthis matier ſay 
to het nothynge, C ANDI, Jh,F 


 feewellyebeloth to cometo a re- 


kenyng., Thus do they all that be 


. ofyour facion , Jn wife womens 


abſence ſpckerepzochefullye, and 
whan they be pzelent, flatter them 
plcſauntly.Butlo where ſhe com- 


ladiſhip ts bery hattely welcome. 
ZE NO, Yehaue cauſed me to do. 


that Ayane vled veryſeldome. 
Can- 


E | 
ladiſhtp.fo} Th RE eroud 
J wyll pzomyſeyou;nothing (hal 
come to poure hearyng o2 ſogte 
but that bothe tohereand ſce may 
ſtand with your wozhyp,zz xo; 
That J hartely pzateyou, fo: the 
remEb2ance of my p:tncelyaltate 
maye not [uſtetne woo:des of diſ- 
honeſtic, And becauſe Jamnowe 
as a p:tuate perſonne, J feare the 
common li:cceſſe of fanultaritie, 

c AND 1, Yohat is that madame ! 
p:ayeyotthartely.Zz No, Foz I 
d:ede tnfamy,/Jtell you plapnlp; 
mo:e than cuer J diddethe lofle 
mpy ltbertie;c an D ,No luchthig 
(all happen madame'J p:omile 
you tewelv.fo; here peidal fpnd? 

no 


Defence of 

no men but of honeſte condfctons 
zENOBIA, Yetlomeindcutſpng' 
with ladies, retoyſyng to be ther- 
fo;chaddetn a certaine ſuſpicion, 
will by the way of daliaunce con= | 
ney from them fome thyng , wht=. 

_ chebepngſhewed,'do ingenderin 
the beholders ſome diſhoneſt opt= | 
non. Diuerle be not aſhained, to 
make their aduant,that they haue 
recetued , whiche of hir that they 
ſpcke of, wag neucr ones p:ofered. 
Theſe thynges matſter Candtdus 
haue made mea fraide, to come to 
{uppers and bankettes. C ANI 
Mary that is well aide. And yet 
ſome time fuche thinges haue ben 
ſcene offered, CAN D1. Perchance 
of ſoine pong matdens, which did 
it of courteſy. yet much moze hath 

ben aſked thathath ben denated. 
 Jhaucknowen it my ſelfe, FJ Pave 


acaioniy. 

wplpons fapthfully. ze x0 #14 

Tryely Jiykenotluche maner Y 
coly, J hate ben bzoughtvp.tn o=. 
ther ſtudy. CA ND-1, .J,p;aye ory 
madame, let.me aſke you aqueltt- 
on : but firſte pleaſeth:t you to (ig 
downe and reſteyou e foz;4trowe 
your [lupperts notyetredp..z £ Ne 
Nowe what is;youre demaunde,. 


ſpeake on hardilpec an,Df what. ©: 
age was yourladiſhyp when fir(t "8 
ye were mariede ZzN o. Cwens 

ty yeres and aboue, CAnD1, Jt | 


was great pitte-thatye ſoo-longe- IF 
tarped , ZE N©,. Hut it was the + 0 
woe Foz mp-commoditie. Foz}, ' #F. 
knewe the better what.longed to 
} p LUCLLL. CAND1, Your duckic FN 
1;adame, what meane ye therby e- | 
zENOBI1A, Fozby mp ſtudy.im 7 
n:0zal philoſophy, wherin IDOL ok | 

IR Ing « | 


". | -Deferice of 
" ty, J perceiued,th out 
He  dence#conſtanci, women ont 
= be b;6ught lightly-tnto errour 

7 foly , and-made therekoze bnmete 
fo:that company, wherevnto thes 
- wero2deined:J mean, to be aſſif- | 
W tenceandeomfoztto man though 
F their fidelitfe; whiche other veſies 
are not,erceptethet be by the fo:ce 
of manne thereto conſtrayned , J 
forid go. that Juſttce techeth vs 
wornen,to honour ourhuſbandes' 
nerte after god>*whtch honour re=- 
= ſeth indie obedience, wherbp my 
F cuall lone betwpree theym (s'iti a! | 
" mote feruence:fd;\bndoubtedlpino' | 
| wotnatihymfotieth, whoſe hate 07 
drfpſeaſtere he rtothyng fea ; 
/ Allo Juſtice reſtra oh bst do 
© #ozxitude, att thynge, whiche ts not ſetnetp+ 
4 By Foztituve are we iiReptma' 

vertuonke contfancy; ag webltbte- 
liſtyng 


Guftice, 
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 fipng atkections and wantay per- 
Fuaſion, as alſo to ſullepne (phan 
they.do happen). afflictions pacy- 


ently. Butina,woman,no vertte 


Teperice} 
in womens F 


whiche J ſhulde not ſoo wethave ' F * 
knowen, if to mp huſbande Jhad "Wil 
yehad been paſt learning tyereor, 
s £3856 ; Dltt -whan 
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 thyng, whiche ſhulde delite 


__ -  Defenceot” 
whan ye had ones ben bedded.zx, 
Jn good faptheye ſate triiely, fo; 
whan I had benout of the dzead 
of mp father (who kept meinthis - 
ſirrdy continually) and had ones 
taſted thepteaſaunt detiſes,; wht- 
che are p20uyded foz queenes and 
other great tadyes, ye maye well | 
ſuppoſe Þ ſhulde ſoone haue loſte 
that dclectatton, whiche Þ had in 
ſtudy, can, Yeſate cuen truthe 
by the faithe of my body. butma-= 
dame, aftcr that ye were maried, 
what p2ofit was to you, the know 
legeof letters? ZE NO. Puche, 
maiſter Candidus Þ p:oinyſe yote 
verily, fo: duryng the Iyfe of my 
noble huſvand of famous memo= 
ty, | was nener herd 02 ſene.ſate 
02 do any thynge, whtche motight 
notcontente hym, oz ompite any 
hym, 
luche 
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. good vvomen. * 
ſuche circiiſpection good lernynge 
mynyſtred vnto me, that tn hun- 
tynge and other paſtyines, J re-z 
tayned alway ſuche grauttte,that 
of any dyſſolute appetyte, none 
cotulde concepue of me any ſulpic- 
on:and yet my learnyng was had 


_ of nonehoneſte man in any dery- 


ſpon, But after the deathe of mp 
huſbande, Jfounde of learnyng 8 
meruaylous treaſure , Foz whan 
Jconſydered the tate ofthinges, 
whyche than happened togyther, 
what daunger was to the realme 
imminente foz lacke of a gouer- 
noure, and that my chyldzen foz 
they; tender youthe ſhylde be lyt= 
tell regarded, and {| being a wo- 
man, oulde nothyng be feared, 
Alſo what tutours my chpldzen 
ſhulde haue, it was veraie vncer- 


mane Jmbicion alway ratgnyng 
Etint. tin ' 
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Defence of 
in euery countrey, whiche can not 
gladly ſuffer tn any one-perſonne 
luche manerof foueratntte, chat 
vnder the name of pzotection, he 
ſhtilde haue in ſubrection all the 
nobtlittc. And althoughe that \u- 
che one mottght happen to be, yet 
hauyng in remembzatunce as wel 
- Atrnctent hiſtozies as late eraum- 
ples, Jdzadde, leſte in ſo greatte 
meici1+ authozitte Imbicion and Auarice 
mought cauſe men to fozget they? 
obedtencetruſte and fidelitee «. JP 
conſidered alſo, that the realme of 
Palmpyry/,was enutroned with e- 

nemyes. fo2on the one \yde was 
the hofte of the Bomatnes, whiche 
alwate wayted to fynde opoztu- 
nitte, to enuade my realme, and to 
ſubdue it bnder thetr empire, AYE 
 theues of Iraby wer on the other 
{yde, whiche al ready were m_ 
e 


arices 


© good yyomen. 
trey. The kynge of Medta, to be 
dilcharged of hts tribute, toyned 


bzynge my realme in perpetuall 
captiuttie. Yoas it any meruaple, 
(fall theſe thynges dtd excedyngly 


troublemez ca ND 1, But final= 


Iy madame, what remedy founde 


littell bethoughte me, J determt- 
ned to pzepare remedfes quickely. 
and to [uſteine foztune atal times 
paciently. Ind to the intente that 
the name ofa woman, ſhulde not 
amonge the people be had in con- 
tempt, J vled lo mp p2ocedynges, 


thatnoneofthem mought be (aid 


to be doen womanly. wherfoze Þ 
(ate alwap: amonge mp no- 
bles and counlatlours. and (ated 


mine opinion, lo that it ſeemed to. 


Dv them 


the marches,andlpotled the cotm- 


with our ennemtes , willpnge to. 


ye: ZENO, After that J hadde a 
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affection,and inall conſultations 


» , 


> Defence of 
theimall, that it ſtode with good 


- . reaſon. J cameoftentimes among 


the people , and remembzed bnto 
then, the libertie and honour wht= 
che they had receiued,by the ercel= 
lentp2owes of mpnoble huſoand, 
ſhcwynge to thetm mp c<tldzen, 
whiche foz tender age than were - 
but feeble, exhoztyng theim with 


.{und2y o:actons to rctetn their fi- 


delitic. {7 vilitedal the holcrealme 
and the marchcs,reedifted foztre(= 
{ts, and newe made alſo ſund,te 
munictons. MWozcouer, J cauled 
good lawes to be publiſhed, obſer 
upng theim firlte in mine owne 
houſeholde, and cauſed themimal 
otherplaces to be well executed. P 
made Juſtice chiefc ruler of mine 


wolde J be p:eſent, where Þ hcrde 
all other ſpeke firſte, that J wold 
not 


g551 yromen, 

not be (gnozant: and than ſhewed 
intne adutſe, wherin Þ ſemed, not 
to benegligente. Touchpnge mp 
ſeruayntes J vſed ſuch adittgent 
ſcruttnp,that they were alway per 
ſonnes of ſinguler honeſtte. By 
this maner induſtry Þ quietly go 
uerned the realme of Palmirte, 
Ind alſo added muche moze to 
mine empire, not ſoo muche by 
fo:ce,as by renoume of tuſte and 
polittke gouernaunce, whtche all 
men had in ſuche admiracton,that 
dtuerle of our ſatd ennemtes, whi- 
cheagainſte the realme erſte dfd 
conſptre, and had inuaded my tu- 
'risdiction, chale rathcr to leaue 
theirhoſtilitte, andto remaine tn 
our ſubtectton,than torctourne to 
their own cotuntrey,To the which 
wiſcdomeand policte 7 attained 
by the ſtudte of noble _ — 
Jllo 


Defence of -.. 
* Ilfotherby Jacquired ſuch mag- 
nanimitte, that nowe  kepe fn ag 
ſtrait ſubiection al affections,and 
paſſions, as the Komaines dooe 
nowe me and my childzen.All this 
conſidered, my ſtudte was to me 
muche noze commodious,becauſe | 
it was ſo !onge 02 Þ weremaried, Þ 
vherfo:e Þ mate conclude,thatÞ 
had well tarted, c a x d 1, Yehaue 
ſated very well by the faith of m 
// body. And all that yehaue ſpoken 
1 haue befoze herd as wel of your 
frendes as of your ennemtes coll= 
fclſcd, Bowe late you Cantnius, 
be yott any thynge chaunged tn 
your opinion? © 4 N-1, J wolde 
neuerhaueloked io: ſuchea con- 
cluſton. .J ſee well enoughe, that 
woinen, beyng wel and vertuoul- 
ly bzought vp, do not onely with 
men participate in reaſon,but ay 
0 


00d yyomen. 


equall vnto them. CANDIDYS. 
Madam your ſupperis redy, nap 
it like you to enter in towardett, 

zE N'©, With right good willzbut 
- vet if this tent hob. hath aughte 
bo ate againſte women, Jamnot 


bnp:0utded fozto defende theim, 


C A N 1. No madame, J amby 
your ladiſhip all tedy ſatiſfted, He 
1s wile that with reaſon is ſhozte- 
1y contented. Ind where reaſon 
ſerueth not; ſplence is-pzayſed. 
ZENOBIA, Yetagood, minde, , 


CANDIDYS, Indhe that thyn- 


moſt to be loued. YWadame, 7 wil 
teade you the waye into my houſe. 
zE NOBIA. With good will J 
folowe you. c an:. The conclu- 
f{on is good, One bothe partes 
are 


Alſo tn fiddlitte and confkancre be 


in ſplence, is euer well occupied 
keth well, and ſpeakcth trueth,is- 


”- 


{#3 


footes be oftended, 


'D wah wi 


are pleaſed. Ind if they;bothe be 
wiſe, ic maketh no matier "O09 


"" CThusendeth thedefence 
of g00d women, 


LONDINI inxzdibus Tho- 
mz Bertheleri rypi is 
impreſ[. 
Cum priuilegio ad impri 
mendum f olum. 
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